- Bi oAdvance Portfolio Firns Avid Radi opharnmaceuticals and Protez
Phar maceuticals Also Are Enterprise Award Finalists at Annual Eastern
Technol ogy Council Event -

PH LADELPHI A, Nov. 2 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Bi oAdvance, the
Bi ot echnol ogy Greenhouse of Sout heastern Pennsylvani a, today announced t hat
its portfolio conpany Yaupon Therapeutics was naned Life Sciences Start-up
Conpany of the Year at the Eastern Technol ogy Council's 13th Annual Enterprise
Awar ds cerenony hel d at Phil adel phia's Kimel Center on Novenber 1st. Two
ot her Bi oAdvance portfolio conpani es also were honored -- Protez
Phar maceuticals was naned in the Life Science Conpanies to Watch category and
Avi d Radi opharnaceuticals was a finalist in the Life Sciences Start-up
category. All three firns are recipients of G eenhouse Fund investnents from
Bi oAdvance.

"We are proud that the achievenents of three of our portfolio conpanies
were honored with Enterprise Awards this year, including the top Life Sciences
Start-up designation going to Yaupon Therapeutics," said Barbara S. Schil berg,
managi ng director and CEO of Bi oAdvance. "Qur mission is to provide critica
financial and business support to promsing |life sciences enterprises in our
regi on, and these three young firnms are wonderful exanples of the
entrepreneurial and scientific talent our region has to offer.”

Yaupon Therapeutics, a specialty pharnmaceutical conpany headquartered in
Radnor that is devel opi ng products for cancer and central nervous system
di sorders, has two novel drugs in clinical trials. |Its topical agent
Clearazide(TM is in phase II/1Il trials for the treatnment of cutaneous T-cel
| ynphorma, a difficult-to-treat skin cancer that afflicts 20,000 Americans.

Cl earazi de, designated an orphan drug by the FDA for this potentially fata
condition, has shown promising activity in earlier studies. Yaupon's second
product, |obeline, has conpleted a phase | study for the treatnent of

met hanphet am ne addi ction, with funding fromthe National Institute of Drug
Abuse and Bi oAdvance. Methanphetam ne is thought to be anpong the nost rapidly
spreadi ng and destructive drugs of abuse, and there is little available to

help the mllions of addicted nethanphetam ne users quit.
Headquartered i n Phil adel phia, Avid Radi opharmaceuticals is a pioneer in
devel opi ng new nol ecul ar i nagi ng agents that for the first tine will allow

physicians to accurately diagnose and nmonitor Al zheinmer's disease. Avid's

| ead product candi dates, which bind to the anyloid plaque that is thought to
cause Al zheiner's, can be read out with standard inmagi ng technol ogi es,
enabl i ng physicians to detect the plaque even before synptons occur. Avid's
two | ead product candidates are in clinical trials. By providing a readily
measur ed bi omarker, Avid's products also can facilitate testing of new

t herapi es ainmed at preventing or reducing anyloid plaque. As inproved

Al zheiner's treatnents reach the market, accurate early di agnosis nade
possi bl e by products like Avid's will be essential to reducing the disease's
devastating individual and societal effects.

Mal ver n- based Protez Pharnmaceuticals, a devel oper of innovative
antibiotics to conbat drug-resistant and life-threatening infections, recently
conmpl eted a venture-backed financing to hel p accel erate devel opnent of its
| ead conpound SMP-601, a potent injectable antibiotic with a uniquely broad
spectrum of activity against both drug resistant gram positive and many
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gram negati ve pathogens. These organi sns, which cause mllions of infections
in hospitalized patients each year, are a major source of nortality and
expense, and inproved antibiotics are urgently needed to control them Protez
intends to initiate clinical trials with SMP-601 during 2006. It also has a
pi peline of earlier stage novel antibiotics in preclinical devel opment.

About Bi oAdvance

As part of a $2 billion initiative of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania for
the life sciences, BioAdvance received $33.8 nillion to accelerate the
creation of life sciences jobs and busi nesses in Southeastern Pennsyl vani a.
Since its inception in 2002, Bi oAdvance has committed al nost $10 mllion of
its Greenhouse Fund to 28 enterprises and research projects. Their
t echnol ogi es and products cover an array of innovations -- from powerful new
di agnostics to nedical devices and pronising therapies for a variety of
disabling and life threatening conditions including cancer, Al zheiner's
di sease, macul ar degeneration, obesity, drug resistant infections, intractable
pain and addiction. For nore information on Bi oAdvance and its portfolio
conmpani es, please visit http://ww. bi oadvance. com
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